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PROF. JAMES’ EXPERIENCE 
eee NG: A COUNTRY: SCHOOL, 


AGE T: 


SCENE I.—PRor. JAMES seated in his room, reading. 
inter, Mr. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. Williams. Howdy do, young man. My name’s Williams! 

Prof. Good morning. (shake hands) Iam pleased to meet you, 
Mr. Williams. Have a seat? 

Mr. W. Are you the young feller what’s going to teach our school 
down te Oakflat ? 

Prof. Yes, sir; I have the honor to be engaged-as your neda- 
gooue for the coming scholastic term. 

Ma W... What? 

Prof. Your pedagogue for the coming year. ; 

Mr. W. Uh, um, yes!: (scratches his head) Well, then, guess I 
am mistaken! Squire Smith said that I would: find. the school 
teacher up here. 

Prof. The Squire is right. I’m your school teacher. att 

Mr. W. Youare? ‘Thought you said you were a pedagogue? 

wProy .))) Bes Tam. i 

Mr. W. You are both then—a pedagogue and a school-teacher ? 

PT Opa Mest ee ts 

Mr. W. Look here, young man, didn’t you know one thing was 
‘pout as many as one feller could tend toat atime? If you take 
iny advise, young man, you’ll quit bein’ a pedagogue while you 
teach the Oakflat school. You don’t look like you could do more’n 
a half dozen things at once nohow, an’ besides we tried one of them 
fellers that tried to keep a couple of irons in the fire; an’ as fer-as 
school-teaching went, he was a failure. He might have done purty 
Well as a corresponder—that’s what he said-he was. . 

Prof. Yes, he wrote for periodicals. 

Wr, W. Notas I knows on, He said he was a corresponder, and 
I suess he oughter knowed his bizness; though they do say he did a 
sight of writing. But coming back to the ‘pint, young man; if you 
Want to teach our school this winter, I’d advise you not to try to be 
i pedagogue too, . 

Prof. You mistake my meuning, Mr. Williams; you perhaps 
have torgot that a school teacher is sometimes called a pedagogue. 
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Mr. W. No, I ain’t forgot—I never knowed! Young man, is 
that the Latin fer school teacher? If it is you'd better shet your 
ribs on it, and keep it there. We had a teacher once that tried to 
talk us out of countenance with his Latin, and Screek 

Prof. Greek, you mean, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. W. What do you know ’bout it? 

Prof. Oh, nothing! I have only heard the language spoken of. 

Mr. W. Well; you can call it Greek or Screek, just as you like, 
but don’t you ferget it, we set down on that feller! 

Prof. (aside) I see 1 will have to humor him. (aloud) AndI 
think you did exactly right, Mr. Williams; if a teacher in our 
country schools, succeeds in teaching the free-school curriculum, 
they will do exceedingly well. 

Mr. W. Kerkickulum? Say, young man, I’d advise you to pack 
your traps. 

” Prof. You surprise me, Mr. Williams. Pray what do you 
mean ? 

Mr. W. Mean? MHaven’t I told you that the citizens of Oakflat 
ain’t took in no more by your Latiners and Grekners, and you can 
count.on itthey ain’t going to be koched by none of yer kerkicku- 
lurs—do yer see, young man? 

Prof. I see you have mistaken my meaning again; eurriculum 
means. course of study. 

Mr. W. An what's course of study? 

Prof.. Reading, writing and.arithmetic. 

Mr: W. Why didn’t you say so? Say, young man, do I look like. 
I had ever been a school-teacher ? 

Prof. (aside) Now I think I can use a little oil to advantage, 
(aloud) Yes,.Mr. Williams, I was forcibly struck with your school 
teacherly appearance when you first came in, and was about to ask 
if you had not taught school at some time. 

Mr. W. Youare right, young man; I uster foller the profesh. I 
reckon I taught some of the best schools that was ever taught in old 
Clay-county, Verginny. I taught three schools han’ runnin’ at old 
Coon Holler, an’ they say I was a master teacher. 

Prof. Indeed! And you are from old Virginia, the cradle of so 
many of our presidents? 

Mr. W. (looking pleased). From thar; yes sir, old Verginny 
was my home fer thirty year. % 

Prof. Did you have any brothers that were school-teachers ? 

ae es a pier ay was a school-teacher. 

rof.. Indeed! ell, since I have been enjoying your conversa- 
tion, Mr. Williams, I became. convinced fae hada eS ameang 
where; but since you spoke of your brother being a school-teacher 
it must have been him. 4 

Mr. W.. (agitated). Where at, mister? Where did you see Bill? 

Proj. 1 am_ not certain, Mr. Williams, that I have ever had the 
pleasure of meeting your brother: but one.of my teachers, by the 
et cally Williams,. back in Tennessee resembles you very much, 
and—— 

Mr. W.. Tennessee, did: you. say? It was Bill, mister! Yes 
young man, it was Bill! Lallers knowed Bill would make his mark. 
(rising and grasping the PROFESSOR’s hand) Young man, I’m power- 
ful glad to see you; you seem like an old friend to me already, and 
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you went to school to Bill? Well, Pll be gol darned! Young man, 
T wouldn’t have missed hearin’ from Bill fer my gray sow and her 
litter of ten pigs. Well Bill’s a start one, ain’t he, mister? 

Prof. ‘here is no doubting the fact, Mr. Williams, and it is: re- 
markable —the resemblance betwe een yourself and Prot. _ Williams— 
almost enough alike to be twins. 

Mr. W. Twins? I should say so! Me an’ Bill were the twinest 
twins you ever seed. And you call him perfesser, an’ he has got to’ 
be a perfesser then? Well, Pliswan! I knowed Bill would make 
it, I knowed it! Let me have your han’, mister! (rising) It seems 
as if 1 was with Bill himself. And you went to school to Bill? 
(seats himself) I guess Bill’s a Latiner an’ a Greekner, an’ a Ker- 
kickulur, an’ a most anything else a feller would call ter? 

Prof. The best professor of Latin and Greek in the Tennessee 
University. 

Mr. W. Unerverserty ! an’ he has got to teachin’ in universerties ? 
Wonder he don’t run fer president—you know he’s from Verginny, 
mister, an’ as you say, it’s a master place fer presidents. 

Prof. There is no doubt but that he would sway the sceptar of 
State with equity and justice. 

Mr. W. (looking surprised) Yes, young man, I bet: he would! 

Prof. But that reminds me, he is spoken of as.a very available 
candidate for State Superintendent. 

Mr. W. (rising) Youdon’tsay so? Well I’ll be golswiddled! 
Young man, I’d like to stay longer, but I must go an’ let Sal know 
*bout Bill; her brother run fer Constable, an’ it. give her the big- 
head fer a month, but guess when she hears that Bill’s a candidate 

fer ’vailable Superintendent it will take her breath. Young: man, 
I’m mighty glad you’r going to teach the Oakflat schooi this winter ; 
I'd jest come over to give you a few pinters ’bout teaching, but, guess 
if you went to school to Bill you understand the biz. An’ ’bout yer 
Latin an’ Greek » Jest fling herin when youplease, an’ teach her when 
you get ready; an’ darn the feller that sez a word agin it. You’r 
kinder slim, young man, an’ if you need any assistance in your 
school let me know; they can’t run over a feller that went to school 
to Bill—not if I know myself! Well, I must be goin’, but ’mcom- 
in’ ’round agin, an’ I don’t want you to wait fer me before you come 

*round to see me aw Sal, an’ we’ll talk ’bout Bill some more.  (hesi- 

tates as if he would like to say something else—starts and turns) Say, 
I liked to fergot to tell you how tocome. You know this road out 
here that leads down to Oakflat? 

Prof. Oh, yes! 

ur. W. W ell, you don’t take that; an’ there is another road that 
runs right out here that goes up to Bowie—you don’t take that one 
either. 

“4 we I understand. 

. W. Well, I guess you have noticed: a left hand road that 
br Rue off down here near that lightnin’ struck tree ? 

Prof. I guess I’ll have no tr ouble finding it. 

Mr. W. Well, that is the road a piece of the w ay 3 but after you 
20 it three long miles you'll come to a cross-road—well, you mustn’t 
take the left han’. 

Prof, IUtake the right hand then? 

Mr. W. No. 
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Prof. Well, I won’t interrupt you; now tell me just how I must 
20. 

Mr. W. Well, you take a fork han’ ’bout a mile this side of the 
cross-road. 
_ Prof. It is perfectly clear now, and I guess I’]] have no trouble 
finding the- way. 

Mr. W- Well, I must be going—good-day. (exit R. 

Ope... Welle a rare specimen I must s say!. df I thought tere 
were a few more of his kind in the neighborhood I would be tempted 
to turn over the school to them and seek a new field. I hope he is 
the only one in Oakflat district from Tennessee, or I am liable to get 
myself in a scrape. I see I shall have’'to keep my eyes open, or I’ll 
find myself minus a school. (knocking without R.) There is some 
one knocking. I wonder if it is another visitor! (opens door 


Enter, Mr. KircHEN, R. 


|. Mr. Kitchen.. Is this Mr. James, the new teacher ? 

Prof. Yes, sir; what is your name ?- 

My. 1. Kitchen! , 

Prof. Have aseat, Mr. Kitchen. I’m extremely glad to see you. 
I believe you will send to me this winter? 

Mr, AK. Ishall send for a few days, and if [ like your methods of 
teaching I shall send my ehildren the whole of the terin. 

Prof. Well, Mr. Kitchen, I shall do my utmost to merit your 
patronage, and I think you will find no fault with my method. 
How many did you say you would send? 

Mr. K.° Only seven! I would like te send all, but my tive oldest 
will nave to help me on the farm, and my six youngest are not old 
enough to attend regular in cold weather. 

Prof. What are the ages of those you will send, and are they girls 
or boys? Hen . 

Mr. kK. Both. ‘There are four boys aged seven, eight, nine and 
ten; they are Tom, Henry, Jim and Jack. And three girls aged 
eleven, twelve and thirteen; they are Mary, Sallie and Liz. 

Pa of. Just the right ages to be interesting. 

Mr. kK. That’s just what the Parson was telling me the other ¢ ay 
when he come over after a side of bacon.. Well, Mr. James, I cime 
over to have a private talk with you about school matters. 

Prope Pr oeeed, Mr. Kitchen, with perfect confidence—we are 
alone. okt 

DV IC, Well, it’s none of my business, but you are rather young, 
and a stranger in the neighborhood, and I thought I’d just come 
over and let you know how the land lay. Now-Mr. Adams over 
here has two very bad boys that have been giving the teacher trouble 
for the two winters past, and I thought ‘TI would just drop in, as I 

said awhile ago, and suggest that you be very strict. 

Prof. ‘Exactly right, ° Mr. Kitchen, if there.is one thing more 
than another that a tercher should be, it is to be strict, very stric 
especially as you say, where there are rude boys. 

Mr. K. Yes, but—but Mr. James you know as well as I do that 
all children are not of the same disposition, and—— 

Prof. Right again, Mr. Kitchen, I agree with you exactly; 
while there are some Children of stubborn, Tmorose dispositions that 
must be forcibly dealt with, there are others that are controlled by 
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milder means, by gentle persuasion, and by inspiring them with a 
love for their teacher. 

Mr. K. Just what I was going to say, Mr. James. There are 
some you must learn to love you by kindness, and by noticing 
them—now all my little boys and girls have very sweet dispositions, 
the parson will teil you the same; they take it after their mother, 
and as I was just going to say, you will have to be very gentle with 
them, and I’m sure they will give you no trouble at all. 

Prof. I think I perfectly understand you, Mr. Kitchen; your 
children are timid, a little bashful, sweet dispositioned little things. 
I know we shall get along nicely—I so much admire modesty. 

Mr. K. Vm glad I came over, Mr. James, and learned your plan 
of teaching. I think you will succeed in teaching us a good school. 
I thought from your appearance that you hadn’t taught much, but 
you seem to know pretty well how a school should be managed. 
Well, you must come over and see us, my wife will be glad to see 
you, and I think you will enjoy her company—she used to bea 
school-teacher herself; and I have an organ—and—two grown 
daughters, and between yourselves you might have a nice time. 

Prof. Thank you, Mr. Kitchen, for your kind invitation. I shall 
be more than delighted to visit your interesting family. 

Mr. K. (rising and looking pleased) Well, I must be going; 
good-day, Professor. : 

Prof. (making a sweeping bow) Good-morning. (exit, Mr. Kircn- 
EN, R.) Another one disposed of! An interesting gentleman—and 
two grown daughters! Ha,ha! Well, I hope he is the only gentle- 
man that has two grown daughters that I shall be expected to visit. 
I see I shall have an interesting time. Ill not anticipate the battle, 
but I am anxious for the fray to begin. 


END OF ACT I. 4 


ACT II. 
SCENE I—School room—Pror. JaMEs seated—hearing spelling class. 
Enter, Mr. Marcu, R. 


Mr. March. Howd’y do, Mr. James! . 

Prof. Why, how do you do, Mr. March, I’m extremely glad to ° 
see you this morning! (placing chair) Have a seat? (to class) 
Class dismissed. (to Mr. Marcy) ‘The atmosphere this morning is 
rather frigid. / 

Mr. M. What? 

Prof. Isay the atmosphere this morning is frigid. 

Mr. M. (staring around) Ain’t seed any as I knows on. 

Prof. I mean it’s rather cold this morning. 

Mr. M. Now youw’re talking—it’s cold. Well, Mr. James, I ain’t 
much on visiting schools, but I’ve been hearin’ some queer things 
floatin’ round the neighborhood ’bout the way you teach, an’ I jest 
come over to see fer myself if it was so; an’ if it was, I’m going to 
stop my children from school. , 

Prof. Well, Mr. March, what is it you have heard that you don’t 
- approve of? 5 . 
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“Mr, M. (pointing fore-finger at Pror. JAMES) Well, one. thing: is 
jest this, an’ my boys an’ gals said so too, an’ yonder they set 
(pointing to the opposite side of the stage) on the back seat, ready to 
say so agin, anvyou needn’t to deny it. They said you’d get a great 
big pile of sand—some said dirt and some said sand—but my chaps 
said sand, an’ I calculate they ain’t fur wrong. Well, they said you’d 
pile a whole ‘heap up in apilé an’ then you’d say, ‘‘Children, this is 
a mounting.” ‘Then they said you'd make a little round pile, an’ 
say, ‘‘Children, thisS is an ilant.” An’ then you’d string it out likea 
snake, an’ say, ‘“‘that’s a transular;’’ an’ then you'd dig a little 
trench with your finger an’ say, ‘‘Children, this is ariver.” Then 
you’d dig a little hole:an’ say, ‘‘Children, this is'a lake.” Now, Mr. 
James, 1’m an outspoken kind of a feller; an’ you needn’t. get mad, 
but I’say such tomfoolery won’t:wash: I didn’t send my children 
up here to learn to ‘play in the sand, an’ go round callin’ tater hills 
mountings, an’ cottin rows transulars, an’ post holes lakes, an’ 
wagon ruts rivers, an’ all sich nonsense; but I sent ’em up here to 
larn to read, an’ write, an’ spell. 


While Mr. Marcu ts talking, pupils throw paper balls and occasionally 
snigger. 


Prof. You are right, Mr. March, you should always look after 
the educational interests of your offsprings. 

Mr. M. What? 

Prof. You should see that those relying upon you have proper 
“intellectual training. 


Mr. M. I guess, Mr. James, you know what you are driving at, 


but confound me if I do. 
Proj. Isay that you are right in seeing that your children have 
proper teaching. 


Mr. M. An’ you needn’t get scared but what Iam! Yes, sir, : 


that’s my bizness here. I come up a purpose to see you pile that 
sand on that plank, an’ to know what you done it for? 

Prof. You have reference to my moulding board. 1 will get it 
and explain its use, and then perhaps you will see the advantage to 
be derived from it in teaching: geography. (procures board) You 
see, Mr. March, the earth is divided into land and water. 

Mr, M. Yes. 

Prof. Now this land and “water is sub-divided; the land into 

‘continents, islands, peninsulas; the water into oceans, lakes, rivers, 
ete. Now a child that has never seen any of these things has no 
clear conception of them, until their shape is presented. 


Enter, Mr. WILLIAMS, R., unobserved. 


Mr. M. Uh um! : - by 
Prof. Well, now when I want’ to teach a child “what a mountain 
is I pile up the sand in a long heap in this way, (using the -mould- 
ing board) and say, “‘this represents a mountain.” 
‘Mr. M. It won’t wash, young man, never had any sich tomfoolery 
when I went to school. 
Mr. W. She washes—you bet she washes! Go ahead, Perfesser 
James, I’ve been wantin’ to see you explain that thing fer a month, 
an’ now perseed, an’ Mareh’ll find out whether she washes or not. ~ 
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Mr iM. Williams, do you mean to say that you uphold sich tom- 
foolery (pointing to the moulding board) as that? 

Mr. W. Egegsactly! Perfesser James knows eggsactly what he 
is talking about. He went to school to brother Biil, an’ Bill’s a 
candidate fer available Superintendent of the Tennessee Unerver- 
serty. Go ahead, Perfesser, and explain the thing—taint everybody 
that’s got sense ernough to ’preciate sech things, but I have. 

Prof. Gentlemen, | hope you will have no hard feelings over 
your slight difference of opinion as to the propriety of using this 
apparatus in the elucidation of geography. 

Mr. W. Bet you’rright! go ahead, V1l hold March down! 

Mr, M. Wiljliams, you needn’t make sich a fule of yourself, be- 
“cause your brother Bill’s a candidate. Any fulecan be a candidate, 
but it takes a gol darned smart man to be elected. 

Mr. W. ‘Jim March, do you mean to eall Billa fool? If you do, 
you'll swollow it mighty quick, or Sam Williams is a liar! 

(catches hold of Marc 
‘Prof. (lays hand on Mr. Witttams) My. Williams, you are a 
little too hasty I think, Mr. March meant no insinuations whatever, 
and as to your brother William, I can testify to the fact, that he is a 
gentleman and scholar in every sense of the word; and now I hope 
you will have no further words over your slight difference of 
opinion regarding this moulding board. 

Mr. W. Bound you’r kerrect, Perfesser, but. I jest wanted to let 
March know he couldn’t make slight remarks ’bout Bill when I was 
round. Now go ahead an’ explain the thing! 

Prof. (going to moulding board) You see, Mr. March, we want 
to show a child the shape and construction of a lake. Well, we 
make a slight depression in this way, and then tell the children 
that it represents a lake, but not so large. In the same manner we 
would show to them the construction of an island, or any other nat- 
ural division. Do you think you understand it now, Mr. March? 

Mr. M, Well—i—guess thars not so much tomfoolery ’bout it after 
all, but Ill be swiddled if it don’t look mighty like child’s play. 

Mr. W. Bound you it’s the proper thing it he larnt it from Bill. 
Perfesser, did Bill use one of them things ¢ 

Prof. Yes, all progressive teachers, nowaday, use them. 

Mr. W.  Kerrect! 

Mr. M. Say, Mr. James, I guess that thing will sorter do, but 
my chaps was tellin’ me ’bout you having a thing all fullof all kinds 
of beads; an’ you'd hold it up before them an’ count off two or three 
an’ say, ‘“‘children, there are three red dogs.” Then you’d count 
off two white ones, an’ say, ‘‘children, them are two white dogs,”’’ 
then you'd count off four blue ones, an’ say, ‘‘them are four blue 
Goes. | An) —— 

Mr. W. V1) bet it’s kerrect! If Bill called beads dogs, its the 
proper thing ll bound! : 

Prof. I guess your smart little boys, Mr. March were trying to 
describe to you a numeral-frame, and they did exceeding well for 
‘little fellows. JI will get the frame, and explain its use to you, and 
then perhaps you will think it a pretty good thing after all to learn 
children the fundamental rules of Arithmetic. (procures frame 

‘Mr. W.  Kerrect, I'll be bound! 

Prof. You see, gentlemen, we have here a number of balls 
painted different colors, so as to make them attractive. Now—— 


10 | PROF. JAMES. 


Jessy Jiggy. (rising quickly) Mr. James, Cranky Addle’stuck a 
pin in me, an’ it hurt. 

Cranky Addle. (indignantly) ‘If I did I guess I pulled it out agin, 
and thars the very pin! (extending pin toward teacher) Jess is allers 
inaking up somethin’ to tell. 

Mr. W. (turning toward school and pointing fore-finger at CRANKY 
ADDLE) Cranky, come here this minute! (CRANKY reluctantly 
obeys) What you doin’ stickin’ pins in Jess Jiggy ? é 

Cranky. He dared me! 

Mr. W. Dared you to do what? . 

Cranky. He sed hebet I wuz ’fraid to stick a pin in him, an’ I sed 
I bet I wuzn’t, an’ he sed he bet I wuz, an’ I sed I'bet 1 wuzn’t, an’ 
he sed he bet—— 

Mr. W. Stop your bettin’ an’ stick the pin in him, if you are 
goin’ to! 

Cranky. I done it! 

Mr. W. Sarved him right! Go take your seat! (pointing fore- 
Jjinger) Jess Jiggy, come here! (JxEss obeys) Do you know whose 
school you’re goin’ to? . 

Jess Jiggy. Yes, to Mr. James! 

lr. W. Perfesser James, you mean! ‘That is Perfesser James. 
(pointing to PRor, JamEs) He ’tended school to Perfesser Bill Wil- 
liams, my brother, who is now candidate fer Superentendent of the 
available Unerverserty of Tennessee. Yes, Jess Jiggy, that’s 
(pointing) Perfesser James, (JESSY stares at PROF, JAMES, snifiles, 
dnd bites his finger-nails) and he understands his business you can 
calculate; an’ as you hain’t been larnt at home, I can tell you right 
here that teachers that understand their bizness are called Perfesser, 
an’—(raises finger as if going to say something very emphatic) wipe 
yer nose an’ take yer finger outen yer mouth. Now take yer seat 
an’ no more of yer darin’! N ow, Perfesser, perseed to show March 
the proper way to teach school. 

Prof. As Iwas going to say, gentlemen, this frame is used only 
for little fellows, and to show you just how it is used, I will suppose 
Mr. March, that you and Mr. Williams are your or Mr. William’s 
smart little boys (Mxssrs. Marcu and WILLIAMS exchange glances 
and look pleaseé) and we will have alesson. N ow, you see [ have 
here two red balls; now I add two more—how many have we? 

Mr. M. l 

& Four! 

Mr. W. md 

Prof. Correct, that does pretty well. Now we have four white 
balls, and two blue balls—how many ? 

MyM Six! 

Mr. W. Six! (exettedly) Kerrect! 

Prof. Now we have five balls, and add two more—how many ? 

Mr. M. Seven! 

Mr. W. Six—seven—the cutest thing out, or I’m a liar! 

(slaps Mr. Marcu on back 

Prof. Now we will subtract a littie. Here we have six balls and 
We take away three, how—— 

Mr. M. (together, growing excited and pushing each other aside 

& to get nearer the frame) Three! 

Mr. W. 
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While this is going on CRANKY ADDLE gets his slate and apes PROF. 
JAMES, while JESSY JIGGY and other pupils mock Mr. Marcu 
and Mr. WILLIAMS. 


Prof. You see, Mr. March, to keep the smart little fellows inter- 
ested we call the balls cows, dogs, and other namessometimes. Now 
here we have two red dogs, and here we have one white dog, how 
many dogs? . 

2 i 

ay. ML. | Three! 

(as they get nearer the frame, PRror. JAMES moves back 


Mr W. ) 
Prof. Here we have three blue dogs, and one white one—how 
many? 


Mr. M. Four! 
Mr. W. One, two, three blue dogs, an’ a white pup. 
(stamps his foot and laughs 

Prof. Well, gentlemen, you see how nicely this frame can be 
used in learning your children arithmetic, and now I think you 
both will agree with me, that it is an excellent thing, and—— 

Mr. W. Bound itis! 

Mr. M. Wl have to give it up I reckon, but I’ll be darn if it ain’t 
mighty like child’s play! | 

Prof. I’m extremely glad, gentlemen, that your slight disagree- 
ment has been amicably settled, and now I would be glad if you 
would have seats and stay awhile; (Mr. Marcu and Mr. WILLIAMS 
whisper to each other) but if you must go I would be glad to have 
you drop in at any time. 

Mr. W. Like mighty well to stay, perfesser, but March is going 
over my way, an’ wants me to go along an’ tell him ’bout Bill. 
(looks pleased—attempts to bow—exit 


END OF ACT II. 


ACT III. 


SCENE I.—PrRoF. JAMES in his room at boarding house—seated 
writing. 


Enter, R.. Mrs. KINSEY. 


Prof. Why, good evening, Mrs. Kinsey; be seated. To whom 
am I indebted for the pleasure of your presence? re 

Mrs. Kinsey. To myself alone, Mr. James, and my visit is a 
business one. ! We i ee 

Prof. Well, I assure you, Mrs. Kinsey, even a business visit is 
appreciated by me; and now if I can assist you In any way I’m at 
your service. 

Mrs. K. Well, Mr. James, I generally take my time for every 
thing, (folds hands and takes a survey of the room) and | shall take 
my time for disclosing the object of this visit. 

Prof. Certainly, Mrs. Kinsey, don’t hurry yourself at all. 

Mrs. K. Well, Mr. James, you have taught us a good school. 

Prof. Thank you, Mrs. Kinsey, but I don’t think [ have done 
more than was my duty. 

Mrs. K. You don’t believe in partiality, I believe? 
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Prof. By no means. 

Mrs. K. Treat all alike ? 

Prof LALO. 

Mrs. K. Uh um; you like all of your pupils about the same, I 
suppose ? 

Prof. Yes, certainly. 

Mrs. K. Well, changing the subject justa little. How is my 
daughter Minnie getting along? 

Prof. Splendidly, splendidly, never saw a pupil progress more 
rapidly ! 

Mrs. K. She behaves well, I presume? 

Prof. Manners are perfect; very modest and retiring young 
lady. 

Mrs. K. She keeps up in her classes, does she? 

Prof. Most assuredly—if anything she excels in all her classes. 

Mrs. K. J would like to ask you a question, Mr. James, which 
at first would not seem appropriate for a lady to ask a single gentle- 
man concerning her daughter, but you seem to have such good 
judgement, I cannot refrain. . 

Prof. Proceed by all means, Mrs. Kinsey. I will be happy to 
answer you to the best of my ability. 

Mrs. K. Well, Mr. James, to be brief—what do you think of my 
daughter’s personal appearance ? 

Prof. (aside) i am caught, but I think I see my way clear. 
(aloud) Well, Mrs? Kinsey, I must confess that (blushing) I—I did not 
expect a question the nature of the one you have propounded, and— 
and I—I feel rather embarrassed to answer it in your presence, but 
if you desire I will give you my humble judgement concerning your 
lovely daughter. 

Mrs. K. Proceed. 

Prof. Your daughter in personal appearance—between ourselves 
—has not a peer in the neighborhood. 

Mrs. K. Indeed, Mr. -James, I am extremly surprised to hear 
you say so; and yet you prefer to lavish your smiles, your nods of 
approval, your little attentions, upon Dennie Barefoot ? 

Prof. Why, Mrs. Kinsey, I can not even guess at what you 
mean by such words; will you please explain yourself? 

Mrs. K. Explain myself—most assuredly I will. It’s just this— 
Minnie says that for the past month you have been particularly 
partial to Dennie Barefoot, not onlv in recitation but that you have 
shown your attentions to her in a way that don’t become a teacher 
to show attentions to a pupil. 

Prof. I assure you, Mrs. Kinsey, that I have no recollection of 
showing more courtesy to Miss Dennie, than I have shown to your 
daughter, or to any other young lady pupil. 

Mrs. kK. Uhums3 and you think Minnie didn’t sce you smiling 
and nodding to Dennie Barefoot the other day in time of books; and 
more than that, Mr. James, she has seen writing passing between 
you, and more than once, too! 

Prof. I don’t want to discount your daughter’s veracity, Mrs. 
Kinsey, but she must be mistaken. 

Mrs. K. Mistaken, ’d say mistaken! Will you deny in the 
presence of my daughter that you and Dennie Barefoot have been 
passing notes? ) 
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Prof. Certainly, Mrs. Kinsey, but even if we had I can see no 
great harm that would attach to the incident. But, Mrs. Kinsey, I 
would rather you would say nothing about what has passed between 
us, for you know anything grows fearfally when once in the mouth 
of gossip; and I think if you will come up some evening, Miss Den- 
nie and myself can give you a satisfactory explanation of that which 
you seem to think rather mysterious, although I can’t see why that 
which has taken place between myself and a young lady in no way 
connected to you, should interest you in the !east, 

Mrs, K, Interest me? Well you’ll see who it will interest! That 
Dennie Barefoot has been the pet of every school teacher we have 
had for three years past; and more than that, she and them stuck 
up sisters of hers have done everything in their power to spite Min- 
nie, and she would have been married and settled down long ago if 
it hadn’t been for their meddling interference; and if Dennie Bare- 
foot and you (shaking her finger at Pror, JaMES) refuse to meet 
Minnie face to face about this matter, the whole neighborhood shall 
know of your carrying on, or I’11 know why! 

Prof, Certainly, Mrs. Kinsey, Iam more than willing to meet 
your daughter, and presume Miss Dennie will not object; and now 
to settle the matter as soon as possible, I would suggest that you let 
things remain as they are until Friday; then come up to the school- 
house, and Miss Dennie and myself will meet you there, and I trust 
we will have an amicable understanding. 

Mrs, K, I shall keep the appointment,:-Mr. James, and I trust 
you and your ally will do the same. (exits, R., with cool bow 

Prof, Well, there’s nothing like a wet hen and a jealous mother! 
The toughest customer I have had by a good deal, but in the end I 
think J shall come out smiling, 


SCENE II.—MRrs. and M1nniE Kinsey, Pror. JAMES and DENNIE 
BAREFOOT seated on the stage—Mrs. and MINNIE KINSEY look 
defiant, and cast withering glances at DENNIE, who is near crying. 


_ Prof. Well, Mrs. Kinsey, as you have solicited this meeting, you 
need not be backward in asking any question you think proper. 


Enter, Mr, WILLIAMS, R., hurriedly. 


Mr. W. Why, howdy do, perfesser, I’m orful glad to see you! 
(shake hands) 1 don’t know as it’s any of my bizness to be here, 
but I’m here, and I’m going to see things settled. You see, per- 
fesser, I went over to your boarding-house the other day on a little 
private biz with you, an’ overheard a little private meeting, so [ 
thought ’d jest come up an’ be with you, so here I am! (turns to 
Mrs. Kinsry) Now, Sarah Kinsey, what is it you’d like to ask 
Dennie here ’bout passin’ of notes? 

Mrs. K. (indignantly) V1) give you to understand, Mr. Williams, 
that we don’t need any of your interfering, and I think I am as 
fully competent as you to ask my own questions. 

Mr. W. Maby you be, but we won't argue that pint; but I guess 
you are jest a little off ’bout doin’ of yer own quizzin’. As a general 
thing fellers that have cases in court don’t do their own askin’ of 
questions. I’m lawyer fer both sides on this ’er ’casion, an’ if you 
want any questions asked let’s have them. 
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Mrs. K. Mr. James, do you consent to the interference of Mr. 
Williams ? 

Prof. I have perfect confidencein Mr. Williams, Mrs. Kinsey, 
and I think he will do what is right. 

Mr. W. Kerrect?. 

Mrs. K, Well, Mr. Williams, as you have taken things unasked 
into your hands, will you please propound this question ? 

Mr. W. No, Vll be gol darned if I do anything of the kind! 

Mrs. K. (pointing to DENNIE) Will you ask her if she ever re- 
ceived a note of any kind from Mr. James? 

Mr. W. Oh, yes, I can ask her that! Dennie Barefoot, did you 
ever receive a note of any kind from Perfesser James, who was once 
apupil of Perfesser Bill Williams, brother to me, Sam Williams, 
now 2 candidate fer available Superintendent of the ‘Tennessee Un- 
ervurserty ? Answer ermediately, an’ no leading questions! 

Dennie Never, Mr. Williams! 

Mr. W. Anything else, Sarah Kinsey, that you would like fer 
me to ask this young lady 

Mrs. kK. Ask her if Mr. James ever nodded his head at her dur- 
ing school hours? 

Mr. W. Dennie Barefoot, did you ever see Perfesser James nod 
his head at you while he was teaching school at this place, Oakflat ? 

Dennie. Yes, sir! 

Minnie. (aside to her mother) IL told you so! 

Mr. W. IAs there an% other question, Mrs. Kinsey, you would 
like fer me to ask Dennie Barefoot ? Pitty 

Mrs. K. (very knowing) Ask her when and why, will you? 

Mr. W. Dennie Barefoot, daughter of Squire Barefoot, will you 
please state when and why Pertesser James, an old pupil of my 
brother, Perfesser Bill Williams, nodded his head at you? ; 

Dennie. It was on last Monday. I raised my hand, which was a 
sign that L wanted to move my seat, and he nodded his head that I 
could. 

Mr. W. XKerrect! Anything else, Mrs. Kinsey ? 

Prof. If you will wait a minute, Mrs. Kinsey, £ will explain what 
Miss Dennie has said. It is a rule, that when a pupil wishes to 
move his seat or speak, to raise his hand, and if I consent I simply 
nod my approval. 

Mrs. K. (a little confused) Well, I’d like for you to ask my 
daughter, Mr. Williams, if she didn’t see Mr. James hand Dennie 
Barefoot a note, and what the writing was on that note? 

Mr. W. Minnie Kinsey, daughter of Sarah Kinsey, your mother, 
did you ever see Perfesser James hand Dennie Baretoot a note, and 
if you ever did, will you please state to those present on this ’er °CAS- 
sion the perzact words you read rit on that note’ Speak at once or 
ferever hold yer tongue! 

Minnie. (very precise) About a week ago, Mr. Williams, I ‘see 
with these very eyes, Mr. James give Dennie Barefoot a note, and 
read the words, **Meet me in the Moonlight,’’ as plain as your nose 
on your face. 

Mr. W. (looks surprised at Prov. James) Well, VU swan? 

Prof. Mr. Williams, if you will permit me, I would like to make 
a short explanation. 

Mr. W. Kerrect! perseed! 
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Prof. Miss Dennie asked me not long since, to write for her the 
words of the song, ‘‘Meet me in the Moonlight.” It was this ballad 
that Miss Minnie has mistaken for a note. 

Mr. W. Kerrect, P11 be bound! Is there any other question you 
would like to put to this committee, Sarah Kinsey, mother of Minnie 
Kinsey ? 

Mrs. K. (dejected) None; and f would like to say to you, Mr. 
James, that I regret very much having put you to so much trouble 


_ over such a trivial affair. 


Prof. No apologies, Mrs. Kinsey! Lam only too glad that things 
have been satisfactorily explained to you and your lovely daughter. 

Mr. W. Kerrect again! (turning to Mrs. Kinsey) Say, Mrs. 
Kinsey, spozen now we all make up—you and Minnie and the Bare- 
foots have been at outs long enough. All this scrape was caused by 
them two girls a fallin’ in love with Perfesser James, an’ gettin’ 
jealous of each other, an’ all the time he wasn’t kerin’ a red fer both 
of ’em. Now i sez let’s make up, an’ all go off friends. Here, - 
Minnie, get up, an’ take Dennie’s hand an’ say what Ido. (MINNIE 
obeys reluctantly) Dennie Barefoot, daughter of Squire Barefoot, I 
beg your pardon fer gettin’? my nose in the wrong place, an’ goin’ 
off on the wrong scent. 

Minnie. (taking DENNIE’S hand) ‘‘Dennie Barefoot, daughter of 
Squire Barefoot, I beg your pardon for getting my scent in the 
wrong place, and going off on the wrong nose.”’ 

(all burst out laughing 
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